
MEREZHKOVSKY'S SUPPRESSED PLAY TO BE GIVEN HERE
The Death of Czar Paul I.," Which

Under the Ban in Russia, to Be
Produced by Orleneff

BY HERMAN

Paul OrlcnefT, Uio Russian nctor now
playing In repertoire in littlo thoatro
on Fourth street noar tho Bowery, will
noon produoo Dmitry Morezhkovsky'H
historical drnma 'Tho Doiilh of Paul 1."
Though published In Oonnnny several
years ago in tho Russian languago
the drama in which tho famous Russian
writer depicted tho murdor of tho Czar
on March 11, 1801, in acccordanoo with
historical facts cannot cross the Russian
frontier in 1km1 form and can certainly
not l)o produced on any stago in tho Rus-Hia- n

Empire. It is nlso that groat
infiuenco has Ix'en exerted by tho Russian
Government in other countries to pro-Te- nt

its production there.
Merezhkovsky, tho famous novelist and

critic, wroto tho drsimu for Paul Orleneff,
after the Russian nctor had won famo
throughout Russia for Ills portrayal of
tho noumsthcnlo Czar Kcdor. Rut tho
censor lias prohibited tho production,
and like many nnothor Important work
written by tho mon who constituted
Russia's pride, Hitch as Tolstoy and Andre-
yev, it had to 1x3 brought out first In an-

other land. Tims many of tho best works
produced by tho lont Russian writers
are not accessible to tho Russian raider
unless ho happens to !e outHldo of Russia.
In speaking of tho enigmatic llguro of
Czar Paul I. Paul Orleneff said:

I bcllovo that if Paul had not been
murdered Russia would havo been n re-
public long ago. Ho was at times a bruto
nndat ttmcsa dreamer, as mock as a child,
tlo had groat imagination and lofty out-
bursts of noble passions and ho was ft Rus-
sian Hamlet who often manifested great
determination and extraordinary will
power.

"It was ho who tore tho map of the
world in two and declared that half should
iwlong to Napoleon and tho othor half
to him. Tho historians cannot ngreo
to this very day as to tho real character
of Paul. Ono historian, a Gorman, who
made a profound study of this Russian
Emporor, said that no mun has over
manifested Buch contrasts of lights and
shades as Paul, that his mind and his
passions. Ills kludnee.5 and his cruelty, his
virtues and his vice?, his enthusiasm in
friendship, which often turned Into hatred;
his appreciation of nil that was dono for
him wholeheartedly, all these character-
istics stood out iu him strongly and led
him to his death.

"Another historian declared Hint there
never existed an emperor moro terrible
in his outbursts of cruelty and more
generous in his moments of maguunimlty
than Czar Paul, but thoro was no constancy
in his character. Ono word dropped in
the course of a conversation was sufficient
to turn his favor into dibfavor, and those I

who were honored and rewarded ono day ,

wero removed from court and exiled to
Siberia on the next day.

"Nevertheless ho wished to be just.
It often happened thut after ho had dis-
graced and exiled a former favorite of
his Paul called him back, begged his
forgiveness, assured him of his error I

and bestowed now honors upon him for I

his humiliation. J

'Of all the figures in Russian history I

I always longed to portray Paul, tho boast
and the dreamer, tho domon and the child, j

the tyrant and tho weakling."
And Sir. Orleneff took up tho Mcrozh-kovsk- y

drama and road passigos from It
showing thoso rapid transitions from
cruelty to tenderness, from blnodthirstl-nes- s

to tears.
Mr. Orleneff himself has written enough

to fill a large volume illuminating every
trait of tho many sided character of tho i
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How will Merezhkovsky look upon I

these changes?" I asked. " Tin' vnn- tin I

think ho will be when he
loams thut you have taken such liberties
with his work?"

"This is one of weaknesses," he
replied. "Or, shall I say, it Is one of my
good qualities which I cannot suppress'
I must always Interpret characters I .

portray as I know them, as I fool them, as i

1 beliove Commander
interpreted. duce

huvo Konstantin-Y- es,

homo
in Christlanla a few yearn with a
company of Norwegian players thoy woro I

shocked at rehearsals at soma of tho
things I was doing with part ot Oswald.
They hold special meetings nnd wero in
despair, for thoy explained to me that
they had their traditions nnd that tho

' publio would be shocked certain socnos,
, my conception of Omtald.

"But I played as always play
him. Tho press following day
was enthusiastic its praise of our
duction. A year later whon my
visited Chrlstionia and witnessed .

performance of 'Ghosts' by the leading
Norwegian artists thoy saw that all the

I had Introduced
'Ghosts' nocopted
players, their traditions notwithstanding.
The is not ulwayH good, Just as
new not always bad,"

Then Orleneff added
"Laws nro not mario fools, so I am

seldom guided art,"
But Russian artist Is qui to

proud of his achievements anil honors
Jn Norway or in Gortnnny, or in tho
of Russia, as ho is of fact that ho gave
with great freo of charge, numer-
ous performances in Russian
for peasants, often training- - sorno of

to aot him folk pluys.
With them bo appeared under an assumed
name, so as not to give tho Impression
that ho was these things for the
of advertising himself.

"That was my greatest Joy and satis-
faction. I bcllovo tho healthy, whole-nam- e

from them have
and will spring tho Chullaplns and
the Gorltyn. have told ToUtoy
my performances for and with tho peas-
ants nnd he was to toors," Mr.
Orleneff Bald.

Dmitry Merezhkovsky's drama, "The
Death I," Is five acts. The

of tho play Is "Tho of
Beast I.; Alexander ; Nicholas I,"

The first represents a In
Mlkhallovsky palace. la a

gray winter morning. The sounds of
drums and trumpets are beard. Em- -

Is

4

.--
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BERNSTEIN.

peror Paul himself is commanding the
army. II fs sons, Grand Duke Konstantin
and Grand Duko Alexander aro watching
tho manoeuvres. Konstantin remarks of
hlslfather Paul:

"Ho was a beast yesterday, and he will
bo a boast to-da-

I

ir& .

To the other son, Alexander,
replies: "Ho had three- lashed to
death vesterdav."

ordering some nf them tn Slherla. Tn
i .1 i 1 ituio imuhv ui mry, uii nxu trein- -

bllng, Alexander Hands tno Kmperor a
letter from Anna, his favorite. Paul i

reads tho letter. The commander of one
of the regiments and Grand Duke Kon-
stantin watch bun: '

Konstantin (making the sign of the cross)
Holy Virgin, help uii Annushka, help

u"'

, ,I1Q Ult,(0 1 ( rj n (, t uv. lib. nu
nushka Is a wonderl

rani sionsei gneur.
Ale xonder Sire?
Paul Just for a few words, yoar High-

ness. Count von Palen, please take over
the command. I mutt at once.

They start. Konstantin and the other
commander remain. Paul takes Alex-
ander the arm:

Paul You are well versed In sentiment!,,
Bnshenka; will understand me. Oh
why do know so little what Is love
and what a great sacred mystery Is hidden
under that nnmel

(They walk off.)
Commander And there, behind the door,

an execution la going on do you hear,
your Highnos.1?

Konstantin Yes, the poor wretch Is
bleating like a sheep under tho knife.

Paul Anna, Annul Your Image Is every-
where boforo me, .My heart Is beating and
will forevor le beating for you alone. Who
of tho mortals, who fan stand beside this
woman, Incomparable In my feelings?
No earth born being, (lod and she. Do
you understand, my friend Hashenka?

Alexander I understand you, father.
Ah, what would tho life of man he worth
if love did not sweeten it with Its balsam!

Paul Yes, exactly balsam,
ITlioy resumo their walk.l
Konstantin They have agreed on that.

Sashku is a past master In these affairs-- he
should have been an actor. And that

man Is still whining.
Commander I cannot bear It, your

Highness. Let us go away, for the sake
of Chrlstl

Konstantin We must not go now.
forbid, father may notice us, and

may think that we were listening, We
must not him now let him talk
as much as he likes, Listening,)
Ho seems to have stopped crying? No,
now ho Is yelling louder thun before. Flo,
It Is disgusting to hear It I Hut then, we
shall all havo the fato.

Paul.--- I am endowed by nature with
a sensitive heart, Kashenks. One day 1

saw a little violet It grew neur a rock,
It was almost covered with stones, where
not a drop of dew rould refresh It. And
my soul was seized with a new melancholy,
a drop from my eye and vio-
let, by ray teir, opened, Buch
Is my love for Anna.

The drum I beating and the soldiers

crowned Hnmtnt who was rnur- - pttU enters, surrounded by suite,
dored with tho sanction of his own son, commanders various regiments, the
Alexander I. His studies of tho tyn St. Petersburg. Count Palon

Paul to fow 0thors. Paul tho very first sceno
changes here thero the Merezh- - ahows his to tho com-kovs-

mandcrs. torturing nhvsically.

that displeased

my

tho

after careful study thoy should The lletter seems to pro-
be an effect upon him.

"Thus I lntrpiotcd Ibsen In tho his face hae brightened,
of Ibsen. When I played 'Ghosts' " U "mlllng. Well. thankJOodl Thank (Jod!
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aro marching. Tho commanders onler
and saluto tho Kmperor. Transformed
by love, ho now forgives all thoso ho had
punished a littlo whllo before. Alexander
kisses Uio Emperor's hand. Tho muslo
plays and Paul is moved by tho melody
and also hums light heartcdly,

Alexander cries, covering his foco with
his hands, whllo his brother, tho Grand
Duko Konstantin, is trying to consolo him.
Count Pal en congratulates the comman-
ders upon tho Czar's kindness in huvlng
forgiven them nil.

Ono of tho commanders remarks:
"Ho hod forgiven us, but wo
To which Count von Palcn replies:
"Not so loud, not so loud, Prince. You

are again repeating tho samo tiling. Re-

member what I havo told you, ho who

VvHHHHHHHHHHPynt"-"-'talks is a scoundrel, he who doee U a
bravo man!"

Tho following scone ii in the study of
Grand Duko Alexander. Ornnd Duko
Alexander Is speaking with his wife,
Elizabeth:

Alexander Ah, my only dream Is that
when 1 become Emperor I will leave tho
throne. I will abdicate.: 1 will show to
everybody how 1 hnto despotism, how 1

vntuo the rights of man-l- ei droits de
1'homme. 1 will grant Russia a constitution,
I will mako ItussU n rcpubllo all thoy
want, and then 1 will go away with you.
my dear. I will flee far, far away. There
on the banks of tho Rhine or on the bluo

CHINA'S REVOLT REALLY
An Accident

From Ifii Sptcitl Correiponttnt of Tns Suit,
Hankow, China, Jan. 15. In a previous

article mention was made of the fact that
the breaking out of the Chineso revolu- -
1 Ion on the night of October 10 was prema- -

turo and was duo to an explosion In a
building in tho Russian concession, where
bombs woro being manufactured by the
revolutionists for the destruction of
Viceroy Jul Cheng's yatnen. Through
this explosion tho Viceroy discovered tho
plans of tho leaders of the rebellion.
Tho story lu detail is now told in Hankow
for tlm first time.

Gen. Liu Kung, Inspeotor-Gener- ul of
tho republican Government in Wuchang,
and Gen. Kim Wu, Gen, I1 Yuan Hutig's
chief of stuff, were tho two men who
wero leading thu conspiracy in Hankow
and Wuchang. They had rented tho
house in which tho explosion occurred
nnd wero engaged in tho manufacture
of bombs, as well an in organizing tho
disaffected holdicra in Wuchung and en-

deavoring to persuade those who were
thought to bo in sympathy with tho move-
ment to join them.

When thu explosion occurred on the
afternoon of October 8 th rough careless-
ness in handling nomo of tho materials for
tho bombs It was (ion. Klin Wu who en-

deavored entirely to destroy tho house by
pouring kerosene over Inflammables and
applying Uio torch. This ho was unablo
to do bef oro tho arrival of tho (lro depart-
ment and lie wus forced tomukehis escape.

Lists of soldiers wero found, together
with whito badges marked with different
characters for various regiments nnd
many bombs stowed uwuy in u room in
one of tho upper floors. This nows soon
reached tho ears of Viceroy Jul Cheng and
ho immediately caused an, investigation
to bo mado and summarily beheaded
four of tho ringleaders whoso numes he
had. Gen. Liu Kung says that his brother
was arrested, but was not beheaded;
instead he was tortured In tho hope of
making him discloso tho names of Ids
fellow conspirators,

"Gen. Bun Wu was soverely burned

.J urn Mountains, in n deserted hut over-
grown with vorduro, our llfo will flow on
Men u insgnlncent dream, In tho ombrnco of
luit urn and innocence I

Elluboth Yes, yog, In a dosortcd hut.
IHlio Is playing tho harp. A pausa.l
Alaxutulor What aro you thinking of?

Do you know, I.Ira, whon you speak it
always senms to mo that you are thinking
of something nlso.

Elizabeth Of something else? No. Tlut
pcrliups 1 am thinking of something else.
Ah, a string has broken. I cannot play
any more. ,

Alexander Come over to me.
Elizabeth going ovor to Aloxandor)

Well, what Is It?
Alexander How unbecoming this white

dress Is to you I When you stand thus
near mo, so bright In the twilight, you aru
like Kurydlca or Psyche.

I

Elizabeth Vous etss trop almable,
But don't kins my hands. Dnn't!

Do you remember what you said tha othor
day? that you and I were like brother and
sister. I.Ik a brother and sister.

Alexander-U- ut, I.lza
Kllzabeth-B- ut Is It true that wh

n

Caused the Outbreak at Least a Month
Earlier Planned.

about the face by the explosion, but ho
was kept In hiding by friends in Hankow.
Rooauso of his Injuries he was unablo until
later to participate in the first uprising,"
Gen. hlu went on: "I saw that all would
bo ruined if tho revolt did not liegln at
onco, although we had not expected to
complete our preparations until some
time in December, whon arrangements
were to bo mado for uprisings to tako
placo simultaneously in eight provinces.

"Tho soldiers )uid no tmdgcs, so 1 wroto
to them on tho morning of October 10 that
any whito band could bo used as n sign
and that tho revolution should tako placo
that night at 10 o'clock, as Viceroy Jul
luid all their names and in ordor to save
their lives tho revolt would have to sturt
at once.

"Homo of Iho soldiers did not wait for
the appointed timo, but begun their work
nt lmlf past 7, when thoy wnt men to
guard all tho gates of Wuchang nnd to
lire umiii any one who did not stop at
their command. Tho other soldiers heard
tho firing and realized wh.it liad happened.
Thou thoy all produced whito bands, wiilch
thoy tied around their arms and went to
the Viceroy's yamon, but found that ho
had escaped through a holo'dug In the
lack wall and had taken refugo on ono of
tho men-of-w- ar at Hanyang. As all tho
gates of tho city were held by tho revolu-
tionists, lie must have been let down ovor
tho wall by a rope.

"Practically all the soldiers joined In
tho mutiny with the exception of part of
tho commissariat corps and about 250
soldiers who fled with Gen. Chang Palo.
I hud moanwhllo crossed tho Yangttw
from Hanyang and immediately called a
meeting of tho revolutionist lo.ulor3, who
decided not to eloct ono of their own
numler us commander.

"Wo woro orplexed about Iho selection
of a leader. Col. Li Yuan Hung of tho
mixed brigudo was suggested as an officer
who was popular and well educated. 8o
wo sont some of our soldiers to go and
arrest him aud bring him to the meeting.

Konstantin kisses his wife's hands he
wrings thum nnd bites them so that she
screams with pain?

Aloxandor Who told you that?
Rllznboth-H- he herself told It to me.

And before ho used to amuse himself at
tha manege by firing live rats from a
caimun.

Aloxunder Why do you tell me this?
l'.llzuboth Beoause I do not want to bo

a Psyche. Do you hear? I do not want
to bo a Psycho. I am tired of It, I feel
disgusted. Cupid and Psyche what an
absurdity I

Hllonco.l

A littlo later tho Emperor enters. Both
Alexander and Elizabeth are startled.

Paul Wore you frightened, my friends?
You thought a ghost had entorcd?

Alexander Pardon mo, your Majesty.

Than

It Is dark. I will have tha eandlas lit
Paul It Is not necessary. (Elizabeth

Is about to walk out.) Where are you
going, madam? You are not disturbing us.
Elizabeth walks over to the window.)

Paul-lPlck- lng up a book) --What is
this? Rousseau. And this? Brutus, tragedy

PREMATURE

When ho came wo told him what we pro-
posed.

"Ho declined to take the leadership,
malting trifling nxcuses. We ordered
several of our soldiers to put their swords
at his neck and then told him that he would
be killed at once if he refused to follow
our directions. He was then induoed
to tako tho office and to have the proc-
lamations Issued in his name.

"Immediately afterward the revolution-
ists and tho leading officers gathered at
tho Provincial Assembly hall (now burned)
and drow up the proclamations which
wero issued.

Dr. H. G. Adams of tho American Bap-
tist Mission, who is now engaged in Red
Cross work, has Just returned From Yang-l- o,

whero ho reports thero are 30,000 rebels
practically without medical officers and
not even supplied with first aid bandages.
He informed Thk Kun correspondent
that a grea t number of deaths had occurred
in Iho lust I wo days among the rebel
soldiers through their eating fish and
other Chineso food cooked in poisoned oil.

It Is assorted by tho robel officers that
the Mnnchus havo had aucexs to tho oil,
and tho poison was put in the jars by
them. Dr. Adams says that over 200
deaths havo already occurred and most
of tho attacks havo resulted fatally.
When ho left the reliel encampment
yesterday thoro was a very bitter feel-
ing among the soldiers.

While at tho camp Dr. Adams had a
peculiar oxporience. The rebels aro otill
engaged in recruiting, and some of thepatriots who have been imbued with therepublican doctrines are very young,
Ono soldier ho saw was so diminutive,
that Dr. Adams, who speaks Chinese,
stopped and asked him Ids age. Theyoungster roplied that ho.was 13 years old,
hut ho could flro a gun as well as a man
Tho doctor smiled at tho sight of tho boy
who was carrying a gun taller than him-fcol- f.

at which the boy became enraged
and as ho walked nway he culled to Dr
Adams in Chineso:

"Ho you don't think 1 nut able to fight,
don't you? Well, this will show you "

nnd hulling tho action to the word levellod
and fired tho gun boforo tho astonishedphysician could do a tiling,

Tho shot happily missed its mark by
a foot or two, uni the youngster is now
paying the penalty for hlsqulokness on thetrigger, according to tho peculiar Chinese
notions of punlshmont.

The Enigmatic Character of the Mur-

dered Emperor as Depicted by
the Russian Dramatist.

by Voltaire. (Reads.) "Rome est llbre.
II sufflt. Rendons grace aux dleux." Which
means: "The Czar was killed, thank Oodl
Who underscored this?

Alexander- -I do not know, your Majesty.
This Is grandmother's book. Perhaps she
herself did It.

Paul-S- ir, you hare all your traits from
grandmother and you are your grand-

mother's grandson. Do you remember

the story of the Crown Prince Alexis? There
is a truthful tragedy, not one of Voltaire's
absurdities. A son rose against his father
and the father executed his son. Do you
remember?

Alexander I remember.
Paul Well, It will not harm you to read

It again. I will send it to you. Sir, I know
that you are a Jacobin, but I will destroy
all your Ideas. I know everything 1

also know how grandmother's grandsons
sleep and see In their dreams constitutions.
republics, the rights of man, but they do
not understand that in those rights of man
there Is tho spirit of Satan preparing the way
for the beast, for the antichrist, ph. how
dreadful that spirit isl No one knows it,
but I know, I alonal God has revealed
It to mo and 1 swear to Ood I will destroy
and eradicate and crush this spirit or I will
not be Paul I.I

Alexander Father. I have never
Paul You lie! Who wrote this? (Points

at a letter.) Tell me who wrote this?
Alexander I but It was not my will!
Paul Whose will was It?
Alexander Grandmother's.
Paul The devilish grandmother!
Alexander Emperor, your deceased

mother
Paul I know. My mother mu rdered

my father, and me, hor son, she wanted to
Imprison in the fortress of Hchlusselburg,
In tho same casemato whero the innocent
martyr Johana was stifled like a rat. For
thirty years I was tormented by deathly
fear; I expected poison or a knlfo or the
noose from my own mother, and I saw how
she was abusing tho memory of my father
with her lovers and murderers of the Czar.
I looked on nnd suffered In silence. Thirty
years, thirty yearsi uow niu uoa pre- -

rvo my reason and my lire? And you
were with her. This is the meaning of
these words. (Reads) : "With all my blood I
could not repay for all that you have done
for me and that you still Intend to do."
This means to remove me from the throne
that you ma-y-

Alexander (falling on his knees Fathert
Father! I never wanted to. Don't you see
that I do not want it even now? I Implore
you, save me rrom the throne, disown me,
have mercy on me!

Paul You He, you He again, you scoundrel!
(raising his cane. I I'll show youl

Elizabeth seizing Paul's hand) Aren't
you ashamed of yourself I

Paul (pushing Elizabeth aside Begonel
fcuzauom A Knight or Malta, you wish

to strike a woman?
Paul (retreating) Yes, a knight. You

are right, madam. I beg your pardon. I
was excited. But how brave you are. 1

did not know that. A Psyche, and yet so
brave I I like that. I wish all were like
you. Thank you. Allow me to kiss your
hand, your highness. What? Don't be
afraid, I will not bite It. 1 do not bite as
yet. 11a, ba, hal

Paul kisses Elizabeth's hand and bows
politely.

Whon he leaves the room a little later
Count Palen enters. Elizabeth also goes
out:

Count Palen We must make haste.
Only hours are left now, not days. You
know our plan: to capture the Emperor,
to declare him 111 and force him to abdicate
in order to orown you, 1 am not spoaking
for myself, but in tho name of the Senate,
of tho army and the nobility In the name
of the whole Russian poople, whose only
desire Is to see Alexander as their Kmperor.

Alexander 1'orco him? oudonotkuow
him he would rather die

Palen Serious diseases require serious
remedies: If he will not abdicate we willput him Into the SehlusselhurK fortress,

Alexander Count, what are you saying?
Palen You may rest at cose, Emperor.

The guards are ours-th- ey will not betray
us.

Alexander That was not what I meant.
I do not want do you hear, I do not wantyou tospeak to me like that about my father.

Palen latter a pausel Now I know whatyou do not want, but I don't know whatyou want.
Alexander I do not want anything!

Leave me alone.
Palen-Y- our Highness, there sre times

when It Is madness, when It is a crime nbtto want anything,
Alexander How dare you, sir?
Palen- -l am tolling you what my duty

as a citizen dictates me.
Alexander ijumplug to his feet and stamp.

Ing the floor, like raull-U- et out, get out!I cannot bear this uny longer, I cannot I
cannot! I do not want to be the tool of your
low designs! You aro a traltorl 1 shallnever lift my hand against tho Emperor
against my father! I would rather die
1 inn going at once to my father und toll himeverything.

Palen- -lt seem that we are all losingour reason. I am outspoken, your High.
ntss I am not cunning. What I think Isay. I told you everything frankly, andI will go to the scaffold openly. Furew ellHie goes toward the door.)

Alexander Peter Alexeyevlchl Pet
Aloxoyevlchl

IPalon stops at the door.)
Alexander Never mind. You may go
(Palen goes out and Alexander rails upon

the couch with his face on tho plllo.
Elizabeth enters.)

Elizabeth Well, what have you decided?
(Alexander maintains silence. Elizabeth

embraces him and strokes his hair
Elizabeth My boy, my poor boy I

Alexander 1 cannot, I cannot, I cannot.
Liza.

Elizabeth What Is to be done, Sasha?
Wo must

Alexander (rising and staring Into lm
eyesl What If there should be bloodshed?

Ellzaboth Better bloodshed, better any-
thing than that which Is going on non-le- t

our blood-Ale- xander

No. not ours. IPaue. Why
are you silent? Tell me. Or do you think
that we ought to cross over the blood.'

Elizabeth I do not know.
Alexander No, no, no, Do not speak;

do not dare to speak. If you speak Ood
will not forgive us,

Elizabeth I do not know whether Cod
will forgive us, but no must

Several Intensely dram itlo scenes follow.
Coimt Palcn Informs C.ir Paul tint tliors
is a conspiracy against his life and secures
from him an order to exocuto Alexander,
Imprison Konstantin nnd 'arrest tho entire
royal family. Then Palon comes to Alex
ander nnd shows him tho order signet
by his fathor.

Alexander ILowerlne his hands: Inawft
volcel Well. It Is better this way.

Paten-Hott- er?

Alexander Yes, better I than that he -
Palon Not you atone, hut also jour vife,

your mother, your brothrs and sister",
and wo all-- all Russia, nil Europe' Voi
will be responsible to (!od for nil thin,

Alexander If .'

Palcn Yes, you can
Alexunder What can I?
Palen You can saje yourself and all,
Alexander Hut
Palen wo rlll be lost, but

this night Is still ours. He believed me
Alexander He behoved you?
Palen That I nm conducting the con-

spiracy to botray you
Alexander And yon botrayed me?
Palen I betrayed you In order to savt

you.
Alexander You betrayed me to him, nnd

him to me. Hut In the end to whom will
you betray us both?

Palen You may decide that yourself.
Alexander It 1 all the same to me.
IHllcnce.l
Palen Your Highness. I am a patient

man, but there Is a limit to my patience.
Alexander Is this a threat?
Palen Is It for me to threaten? 1 am

myself on the brink of ruin.
Alexander Tell me, have you ever cried?
Palen What a question? I cried when 1

was a child.
Alexander And later now?
Palen People at my age cry but rarely
Alexander You do not cry, but you art

laughing. There is always a smile on your
face. Even now

Palen It seems that you are also laughing
now. Well, it is your will. I do not carry
my word in vain, but I cannot answer you.
Emperor.

Alexander What Emperor am IT Con-

demned to deth
Palen You are beginning to cry; now

permit me nlso to cry. I can also cry,
although you do not believe me. To-

morrow you will be Emperor or nothinc
but are a man. To-nig- e
are all human beings you and I and be.

Alexander You are also a man.
Palon Do you think It was easy to bear

all that I havo endured when he embraced
me here, kissed me. called me his friend,
thanked me for my loyalty and trusted mi
like a little c hild?

Alexander For whom have done all
this?

Palen For myself nnd for you.
Alexander Thank you humbly.
Palcn No, not for me aud for yon

alono but for Russia, for Europe, for all
mankind. For Is thero a greater horror In
tho whole world thun a mad autoerat?
l.iko a wild beast that has broken loots
from his cago and that is attacking every-
body '

Alexander How you despise him!
Palen I despise him? What for? Don

he know what he Is doing? He Is like a
madman with a razor. I thought that
Ood has chosen you and me for tho created
heroic deed to give back tho human right"
to forty millions of slaves. Now 1 eo that
I was wrong. You and I are not the tools
of God. We were born slaves and us
shall file slaves. I do not know how
look upon this, but as for me, even if I die
upon the scaffold, I shall be happy to dis
for my fatherland and to appear before the
Judgment of tho l,ord with a dear con-

science that 1 have done all I could.
Alexander Peter Alexejevlch, forgivs

me. x

Palen Your Highness!
Alexande- r- 1 urn guilty; forgive me!
Palcn You? You? No, It is I. Your

Hlghuass. Your Highness
tile kneels before Alexander. 1

Alexander What ore you doing, Count?
(let upt

Palen Yes, your Majesty! nenceforth
you are to me tho Emperor of Russla-y- ou

and no one else. The savior of our father-
land, chosen and blessed by God.

(He kisses Alexander's hands.
Aloxander No, no; you did not under-

stand me.
Palen 1 understood
Aloxunder Hut did not understand

mo do you hoar? I do not want to do it -
Palen You do not want to do It? Well,

tbon I will ch3 It for oul I alono! And no
one will ej-e- r know. Let everybody think
that 1 and not you haj-- done It- - - ltmy head perish that you may be haved!

Alexander Don't, don'tt l'orflod's sal
promise mo, swear

Palen 1 swear that I will do evorythln
within human power to avoid that Hut
say no more. It is done, It la done I Thank
(lod, Russia is saved! IHandlng him a
document.) Just sign this!

Alexander-Wh- at is this?
Palen A manifesto announolng the abdi-

cation of Emperor Paul and the coronation
of Emperor Alexander.

(Aloxander looks at Palen In silence for
a long time,

Alexander You want me to sign this?
Palen Yes,
Alexander With blood?
Palen-W- hy with blood? With

I thought you wanted m to
sign It with blood.

Then there Is a beautiful love scene
between Paul and Anna, his favorit.
during which Paul says to her:

"When tho burden of Russia, the burden
of Europe,. the burden of the whole world
rests upon one head it Is easy to go mad
God and I and no one else, that is why
It Is so hard for me. A man could hardly
undure this. My throno Is my cross; my
purple cloak Is my blood; my crown is

my wreath of thorns; the thorns lnvo
pleroed my head, What for, what for,
O Lord? Thy will be done! But it i

palnrul. painful, painful."
The last act Is devoted to a realistic

and. dramatlo scene showing how Paul
was murdered at night in his bedroom
by the conspirators, led by Count Palen.


